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OLD MAUI HIGH SCHOOL
HAMAKUAPOKO, MAUI

WHAT IS IT?

Maui High School opened in 1913 to serve Himakuapoko
plantation camp near Ha‘ik(. At its peak, just before World
War I1, as many as 1,000 students attended Maui High, com-
ing in from throughout central Maui, some even by train. But
a new Maui High School campus opened in Kahului in 1972,
putting this one out of business. For the next 30 years, the
University of Hawai‘i used part of the campus, but not this
1921 centerpiece building, the school office and classrooms
designed by famed architect CW. Dickey.

WHAT THREATENS IT?

“Nature has had its way with it,” says Barbara Long, board
president of Friends of Old Maui High School. The roof caved
in on the 17,000 square-foot structure and trees grew through
the floor. A community work day in 2002 cleared much of the
brush. “You couldn’t even see the building before that, ivy had
grown all over it.”

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

Sen. Daniel Inouye helped secure a $250,000 federal
grant this year to study what needs to be done. Maui Mayor
Alan Arakawa has formed a community task force to develop
future uses. “Our plan is to preserve what’s left in a meaning-
ful way and use the building to create a community resource
center that will perpetuate the educational goals of the late
U.S. Rep. Patsy Mink, our favorite, most important graduate,”
says Long.

But restoring the Dickey building into a functional Patsy
T. Mink Center will cost millions, so FOOMHS is looking for
help. Donations welcome, skills too. “We’d love an electrical
contractor to say, What do you need?” says Long. “We're
shooting for 2013, the 100th anniversary of the school, as the
time we will have the buildings finished and have programs in
there.” (808)877-2524.



