CUEEN EMIMA
BUILDING (HONOLULU, O'AHU)

WHAT IS IT?

Some historic buildings don’t appeal to our
aesthetic sensibilities—yet. They may be old
enough and interesting enough to merit his-
toric protections, but their design seems out-
dated rather than charming. The infamous
Queen Emma Building, with its pockmarked
appearance, is a prime example.

Designed in the 1960s by Jo Paul Rognstad,
itwas originally named the York Building,
after the York Barbell Co. Built for physician
and weight-lifting guru Dr, Richard W. You,
the eccentric, brutalist design touches are
fitting for a building inspired by feats of brute
strength.

WHAT THREATENS IT?

According toits current owner, Maui-
based developer Greg Hatcher of GP Pacific
Inc.,, the building has been vacant for more
than five years. It has changed hands twice
in that time: In 20086, it was slated to become
university student housing, but went back on
the market in 2008. Hatcher purchased the
building inlate 2010 and has plans to turn
the itinto 106 condominiums for residents
60 years or older, re-branding it the “Queen
Emma Regency.”

“... 'M ACTUALLY INTERESTED T0
HEAR ANYONE’S ARGUMENTS T0
HAVE IT STAY LIKE IT IS.”

- GREG HATCHER

His plans are to scrap the exterior of the building. “We're going to take down
the metal facade and replace that with a bluish glass curtain wall and put metal
panels over the brick,” Hatcher said.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

“It never occurred to me to keep it like it is, so I'm actually interested to hear
anyone’s arguments to have it stay like it is. I'd love to hear what someone has
to say about it,” says Hatcher. Contact the developer at contact@ge-pacific.com.
See the proposed condo plans queenemmaregency.com.
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